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War. It had long heen a part of Germany's
plan to extend its influence in Asia by secur-
ing through-rail connection from Berlin to
the Persian Gulf, and the so-called Bagdad
Kailway was being constructed when the war
broke out. The British conquest of Mesopo-
tamia was an attempt to defeat these plans.
Bagdad itself was captured by the British in
March, 1917, and the city and fertile sur-
rounding plains were lost to Turkey. British
influence remains dominant.
In normal years the city carries on a
thriving export trade in Oriental fabrics,
carpets, wool, grain, fruit, gum, leather goods,
etc., and there are manufactures of copper
utensils, cloth and felts. Previous to British
occupation there was little in Bagdad to re-
mind one of its former glory except its ruins.
The streets were narrow and ill kept, and the
private houses uninviting. When the British
gained possession they put in clean, modern
streets, a sanitary system, electric lighting
and a water supply. Mosques and bazars
are found in numbers, but the governor's
palace and the citadel are the only important
public buildings. Population, estimated,
from 150,000 to 225,000.
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BAG'PIPE,
a musical
wind - in-
strument o f
very great an-
tiquity, having
been used
among the an-
cient Greeks.
It still contin-
ues in use
among the
country p e o -
pie of Poland,
Italy, France,
Scotland and
Ireland.
Though n o w
often regarded
as the national
instrument of Scotland, it is only Scottish
by adoption, having been introduced into
that country from England. It consists of
a leathern bag and of pipes, into which the
air is pressed from the bag by the per-
former's elbow. In the common, or High-
land, form one pipe, called the chanter, plays
the melody; of the three other pipes, called
drones, two emit a monotone i& unison with
 one of the lowest notes of the chanter, and
the third and longest gives forth a note an
octave lower.
BAHAMA, ba hafmdh, ISLANDS, a group
of about 3,000 islands and reefs in the At-
lantic Ocean, lying northeast of Cuba and
southeast of Florida. Most of them are very
small, and only about twenty of the group
are inhabited. The largest is Great Bahama;
the most famous is Watling's Island, be-
lieved to be the spot first discovered by
Columbus in the New World. The capital
is Nassau, on New Providence, the most pop-
ulous island. Population of the group, 60,-
000 in 193L
The principal product is pineapples, which
form the chief export, though other fruits are
also grown, as well as cotton, sugar, maize
and ground nuts. The agave, from which the
sisal hemp is obtained, nearly covers the sur-
face of some of the islands. The Bahamas
are a favorite resort for invalids suffering
from pulmonary diseases. The first British
settlement was made on New Providence
towards the close of the seventeenth century.
See map, united states.
BAHIA, bah ee'ah, capital of the state of
the same name in the republic of Brazil, on
the Bay of All Saints, 743 miles northeast of
Kio de Janeiro, and 13 ° south of the equator.
Only two cities of Brazil are larger—Rio de
Janeiro and Sao Paulo. The city is the outlet
of the sugar, tobacco and cocoa trade of the
state, and it exports diamonds and other pre-
cious stones; its docks accommodate the larg-
est ocean steamers.
The old part of the town, founded in 1549,
is close to the ocean; it was the old colonial
settlement, and is unsightly and dirty. The
new town, a fine district, on heights 200 feet
above tidewater, is reached by hydraulic ele-
vators, for the streets which approach it are
too steep for traffic. Population, 1920, 348,-
000.
BAHIA BLANCA, bah ee'dh blahng'kah,
the chief seaport on the Atlantic coast of
Argentina, is that country's main outlet for
its vast shipments of wheat, oats and meats
which are shipped to the United States and
to Europe. It is on the navigable Neposta
River, three miles from the bay of Bahia
Blanca. Several million dollars have been
spent upon docks and elevators and ia dredg-
ing. Buenos Aires is 450 miles northeast.
The town was founded as a trading post in
1829, but did not begin to grow until 1900,

